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lasted till the 16th, he finally refused; when the
siege immediately commenced. The Kutra, or
fortified town, was breached and evacuated on
the 23d. Approaches were then made to the
fort, and batteries erected under a smart, though
ineffectual fire from the ramparts. By the 1st of
March the works of the besiegers were completed,
and, on the following morning, forty-five mortars
and three breaching batteries of heavy guns
began to play on the fort. Such powerful means
had never yet been employed against any forti-
fied place in India. The effect wag beyond mea-
sure destructive and astonishing to the garrison.
The batteries continued to play till the evening,
when, at five o'clock*, a magazine dispropor-
tionally large blew up within the place, destroy-
ing half the garrison and nearly all the buildings.
The effect is described to have been awful. Dya-
Ram with a few horse made his escape in the
dark the same night; and, though challenged and
pursued by a picquet of the 8th^ dragoons, got off
. with little damage. The rest of the garrison) in
attempting to follow, were driven in and obliged
to surrender at discretion. Bhugwunt Singh
agreed to dismantle his fort on the first sum-
mons ; and thus was this important object gained,

* The other magazine, one of yet larger dimensions, wa*
likewise found penetrated by a shell; hut the fuse had dropt
out.
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